
STOP 



Early Journal Content on JSTOR, Free to Anyone in the World 

This article is one of nearly 500,000 scholarly works digitized and made freely available to everyone in 
the world by JSTOR. 

Known as the Early Journal Content, this set of works include research articles, news, letters, and other 
writings published in more than 200 of the oldest leading academic journals. The works date from the 
mid-seventeenth to the early twentieth centuries. 

We encourage people to read and share the Early Journal Content openly and to tell others that this 
resource exists. People may post this content online or redistribute in any way for non-commercial 
purposes. 

Read more about Early Journal Content at http://about.jstor.org/participate-jstor/individuals/early- 
journal-content . 



JSTOR is a digital library of academic journals, books, and primary source objects. JSTOR helps people 
discover, use, and build upon a wide range of content through a powerful research and teaching 
platform, and preserves this content for future generations. JSTOR is part of ITHAKA, a not-for-profit 
organization that also includes Ithaka S+R and Portico. For more information about JSTOR, please 
contact support@jstor.org. 



1485 July 22, 1904 

Measures for sanitary improvement. 

An earnest effort is being made by the board of health, or sanitary 
commission, of this State to rid the country of the mosquito and of 
the diseases of which that insect is the medium of transmission ; and, 
further, to effect a general and much needed improvement in the sani- 
tary conditions of the country, particularly of the city of Merida. 
The measures used are the instruction of the people as to the impor- 
tance of the work, appeals to their individual interest and to their 
public spirit, house to house inspection of persons and premises, list- 
ing of nonimmunes, isolation of all suspected and confirmed cases, 
prompt disinfection of infected premises, and the usual means for 
destruction and prevention of the mosquito. 

In this town, Progreso, and vicinity the elimination of the mosquito 
will be very difficult because of a swamp at the south border of the 
town. This marsh extends a long distance east and west, so that fill- 
ing would be too costly, while its level is so nearly that of the Gulf 
as to make drainage impracticable or impossible. Throughout Mexico 
the authorities seem determined to secure improvement of health 
conditions. 

Report from Tampico — Inspection of vessels — Heavy rainfall — Proba- 
ble large increase in number of mosquitoes. 

Assistant Surgeon McClintic reports, July 1, as follows: 

During the week ended July 2, 1904, 5 bills of health were issued. 
The 2 vessels fumigated were the British steamship Oldhamia, crew 
of 33, for Norfolk via New York, and the British steamship Mount- 
fields, crew of 24, for Pensacola. 

The mortality report for the city of Tampico and vicinity shows, 
for the 2 weeks ended July 2, a total of 36 deaths from all causes, 
including measles, 3; tuberculosis, 1; pneumonia, 4, and smallpox, 1. 
Measles is epidemic in the city. 

Rains have been frequent and very heavy during the past week, and 
at present a considerable portion of the town is inundated, so that 
to get about from house to house in the streets it is necessary to use 
boats. This is the case along the river front and in the low-lying dis- 
tricts where the poorer people principally live. Experience has taught 
them that when the water subsides they will be visited by disease, and 
consequently the future is looked forward to with considerable fear 
and anxiety. 

The waters are so high as to almost cut off Tampico from outside 
communication. The mosquitoes up to the present time have not been 
troublesome, but on account of the heavy rains and the large areas of 
fresh water at their disposal for breeding, their appearance in great 
abundance is anticipated. 

Reports from Veracruz, weekly and monthly — Inspection of vessels — 
Yellow fever — Decrease in number of mosquitoes. 

Passed Assistant Surgeon Lumsden reports, July 5 and 12, as 
follows: Dui'ing the week ended July 2, i901, 5 vessels bound for 
United States ports were inspected and given bills of health. The 
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following vessels were fumigated with sulphur dioxid and given cer- 
tificates: June 28, American steamship Havana, bound for New York 
via Progreso and Habana; July 2, Norwegian steamship JVorheim, 
bound for New Orleans. The Havana was fumigated because there 
had been a case of yellow fever among the first-cabin passengers on 
board during the run from Progreso to this port, and the fumigation 
was conducted with a view to killing all mosquitoes possibly on the 
vessel. 

During the week there were recorded in the city of Veracruz 26 
deaths (41.6 per 1,000 annual death rate) from all causes, including 1 
from yellow fever (case brought from Progreso on steamship Havana; 
death occurred June 26), 2 from pernicious fever, 2 from remittent 
fever, and 3 from tuberculosis. Four new cases of yellow fever were 
reported — 2 on June 29 and 2 on June 30. All of the cases were of 
local infection, 3 of them being among the soldiers at the military 
barracks. 

REPORT FOR JUNE, 1904. 

During the month of June, 1904, there were reported 11 cases of 
yellow fever, with 3 deaths. Of these cases 2 were infected at Merida 
and were ill when they arrived at Veracruz. For the corresponding 
month of last year there were reported 110 cases, with 36 deaths. 

During the last two weeks the rains in this vicinity have been fre- 
quent and heavy. The number of mosquitoes has decreased somewhat. 
That mosquitoes may be less numerous for a few days after a series 
of heavy rains can be understood when it is considered that during a 
heavy downpour of rain many adult mosquitoes not successful in find- 
ing shelter must perish, while many in the larval and pupal stages 
must, in a city located as is Veracruz, be carried in the overflow from 
various natural and artificial water containers through the gutters into 
the sea. 

During the week ended July 9, 1904. six vessels bound for United 
States ports were inspected and given bills of health. 

During the week there were recorded in the city of Veracruz 37 
deaths (59.2 per 1,000, annual death rate) from all causes, including 1 
from yellow fever, 2 from remittent fever, 2 from pernicious fever, 1 
from pneumonia, and 10 from tuberculosis. Two new cases of yellow 
fever were reported, 1 on July 5 and 1 on Jul.v 6. 

NICARAGUA. 

Report from Bluefields, fruit port. 

Acting Assistant Surgeon Reilley reports as follows: Week ended 
July 2, 1904. Present officially estimated population, 4,000; 1 death; 
prevailing disease, malarial fever of mild type; general sanitary con- 
dition of this port and the surrounding country during the week, good. 

Bills of health were issued to the following-named vessels: 
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